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Mumford New Chairman of Home Safety Conference 


D. E. Mumford 


ONALD E. MumForp, manager of safety, 

New York Central System, was elected 
chairman of the Home Safety Conference at 
its annual meeting on October 20 in Chi- 
cago. The Conference also elected three 
vice-chairmen who will head up the three 
sections of the home safety service member- 
ship as follows: 


Vice-chairman, community service groups 
section, Miss Mary M. Weeks, health and 
safety adviser, Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America. 

Vice-chairman, health and medical section, 
Fred Long, M.D., commissioner, Department 
of Health, Peoria, Tl. 

Vice-chairman, home building and equip- 
ment section, Miss Edith Ramsay, home 
equipment editor, The American Home. 

The Conference established an executive 
committee. This committee has been em- 





W. A. Stewart 


powered to carry on the business of the 
Conference in the interim between meetings 
of the full Conference. The committee will 
consist of the three vice-chairmen of the 
sections and two others from the NSC Board 
of Directors who will be appointed by the 
Conference chairman. The committee will 
also have as “ex-officio” members the chair- 
man of the Conference and the vice-president 
for homes of NSC. 


At its annual meeting, October 19, in Chi- 
cago, the National Safety Council re-elected 
E. F. du Pont as chairman of the NSC board 
of directors. Mr. du Pont is director, em- 
ployee relations department, E. I. du Pont 
de Nemours & Co., Inc. Ned H. Dearborn 
was re-elected president of the National 
Safety Council. W. A. Stewart, president, 
American Optical Company, was re-elected 
vice-president for homes, NSC. 

(To page 7) 

















HOW PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN HOME ACCIDENTS 
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This chart, prepared by the division of vital statistics, Kansas 
State Board of Health, was used to acquaint local and state- 


wide organizations with the problem. 


KANSAS MERIT AWARD PROGRAM 


By A. F. Schaplowsky 


Director, Home Safety Program 
Kansas State Board of Health 


P goss ABOUT A YEAR ago, the home safety 
program of the Kansas State Board of 
Health was launched with a grant from the 
Kellogg Foundation. At the start we formed 
an advisory committee from other divisions 
of the health department and conferred with 
various state-wide organizations and agen- 
cies. Then we devoted our efforts to turning 
out materials and aiding these groups in 
developing their programs. 

Although the Kansas State Board of Health 
has published complete, detailed statistical 
reports of all fatal accidents occurring in 
the state either annually or biennially since 
1932, little data has been available on non- 
fatal accidents. To complete the accident 
picture a method of obtaining additional 
information about non-fatal home accidental 
injuries was worked out in cooperation with 
the Kansas Blue Shield Commission. It 
involved the enclosing of a postcard ques- 
tionnaire with all accident claim payment 
notices sent out by Kansas Blue Shield. 
These questionnaires were then filled out 
by the accident victims or the heads of the 
families experiencing the accidents and re- 
turned to the home safety office. At the 
end of the first six months of the study, 
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information on more than 2,500 accidents 
had been received. About 40 per cent of the 
questionnaires sent out were being returned. 


Of the returned postcard questionnaires: 
More than 58 per cent were home accidents 
16 per cent public accidents 
9 per cent school accidents 
9 per cent occupational accidents 
7 per cent motor vehicle 


The Kansas Federated Women’s Clubs and 
the Kansas Congress of Parents and Teachers 
distributed information concerning the home 
safety program to all local units in the state. 
At their annual state meeting, the PTA Con- 
gress decided to work on home safety proj- 
ects during the next two years as the safety 
portion of their activities. 

Our efforts have been aided by the estab- 
lishment of state awards to be made by the 
Kansas Safety Council for outstanding home 
safety programs carried out by local parents’ 
or women’s groups. At present these award 
programs have been established for PTA’s, 
Federated Women’s Clubs and Home Dem- 
onstration Units. 

To stimulate local home demonstration 
units to work on home safety in their com- 
munities, the extension service asked us to 
prepare a simple publication on the home 
accident problem in Kansas which they 
could distribute to all local units. In re- 
sponse to this request we prepared a brief 
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Table model exhibit designed and produced by 


the home safety program. Four these were 
made to be used at workshops and other state 
and local meetings. 


fact sheet entitled How Important Are Home 
Accidents? 


By the end of the first six months all 
home demonstration unit members in 18 
counties (about 10,000), as a preliminary 
step in establishing local safety programs, 
had started to keep a record of accidents 
which occurred in their own homes for a 
period of a year. We supplied accident re- 
port pads and tabulation sheets. All 4H 
Club members in one county were conduct- 
ing a similar study of home accidents. 


We, with the director of the division of 
maternal and child health, assisted the 
chairman of the Kansas Medical Society’s 
committee on child welfare in preparing a 
series of articles on child accidents for the 
state medical journal and in sending a 
letter to all pediatricians in the state de- 
scribing the pamphlets on child safety avail- 
able from the State Board of Health. Re- 
quests for quantities of these materials were 
received. The Society also had a large 
exhibit, prepared by the health department 
staff, on accidents among children at their 
state meeting in the spring. 


The Kansas Association of Insurance 
Agents distributed information concerning 
the home safety program to all of its mem- 
bers, and the Kansas Farm Bureau indi- 
cated that their safety department would 
work with us in several counties during the 
year to gather information on accidents and 
to include more home safety in their work. 


Here’s a sampling of some of our other 
activities. A written, standardized test on 
knowledge of home safety was given to 
about 2,800 high school students in order to 
evaluate their misconceptions and lack of 
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knowledge about home safety. The data 
gathered will be used to stimulate home 
economics teachers and others to stress 
safety in their teaching. 

I acted as an advisor to three pediatricians 
in private practice at The Wichita Clinic in 
setting up a study of the accidents experi- 
enced by their patients during the next 
several years. I also participated in the 
setting up of a home safety committee by 
the health committee of the Topeka-Shaw- 
nee Council of Social Agencies. 


We produced three “Suggested Programs” 
for local groups or organizations and dis- 
tributed them to all local 4-H Club leaders 
in the state. 


From the Massachusetts Department of 
Health we obtained one hundred home 
safety manuals for public health nurses and 
distributed them to public health nurses in 
Kansas jointly with the section of public 
health nursing services. 


A postage meter advertising slug on home 
safety was designed and has been used on a 
large portion of the outgoing mail of the 
state health department since January, 1954. 


The usual publicity channels have been 
utilized, of course. In cooperation with the 
division of health education services, state- 
wide news releases, radio scripts and spot 
announcements have been prepared and dis- 
tributed at various times. We have given 
about 38 talks including one to the Kansas 
Home Economics Association and one to the 
Kansas Public Health Association. Films 
and pamphlets have been distributed. 


Articles were prepared and published in 
the Kansas Parent Teacher, Health Educa- 
tion in Kansas, the Kansas Federated Wom- 
en’s Club magazine, Care, published by the 
Kansas Social Welfare Department for Adult 
Boarding Home Operators, Kansas Schools, 
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and the Kansas State Board of Health’s 


News Letter. 

We prepared exhibits to be displayed at 
the state conventions of the Kansas Fed- 
erated Women’s Clubs, Kansas Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, Kansas Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, 
the State Health Education Workshop, the 
State 4H Health Camp, and several com- 
munity workshops. 

At the recent state free fair in Topeka, 
six marionette shows daily, featuring our 
original talking dog pointing out home haz- 
ards, along with the home safety exhibit 
of the American Medical Association, com- 
prised home safety’s part of the state health 
department’s “Hall of Health.” More than 
20,000 people visited the health exhibits 
during the eight days. An exhibit on child 
safety was displayed the following week at 
the official state fair at Hutchinson. 

We believe that our program will be 
effective because of the awareness of the 


problem by public health workers and be- 
cause of the interest and cooperation from 
both professional and lay organizations, and 
we are looking forward to a continuing 
interest in the coming year. 


Christmas Leaflet 


Safety Hints for Christmas, a proof-sheet 
type publication, is available free from NSC, 
single copies only. This sheet may be re- 
printed to make a six-page, two-fold leaflet. 
It has information on safe toys on one side 
and on Christmas tree safety on the other. 

The home safety division of the Council 
has a few kits, Christmas Holiday Safety 
Campaign, which we will send free of charge 
on a first-come, first serve basis. These kits 
contain a planning guide, radio script, news 
release, some sample leaflets, and other ma- 
terial plus a copy of the leaflet mentioned 
above, Safety Hints for Christmas. 











“SAMMY SAFETY” JOINS COUNCIL 


ape oagnea SAMMY SAFETY, 


around a lot in 
Sammy will be a busy little 
character, showing up here and 
there as a good will ambassador 
and 
National Safety Council. 


a little guy you'll be seeing 
the future. 


salesman for the 


His 


super 


engaging smile will flash when 
he’s there to point out the ad- 
vantages of safety—and he may 
wear a severe frown as he calls 
attention to hazards. Tell your 
crowd to watch for Sammy and 
welcome him—because he’ll be 
working for a safer way of life 
for all of us. 
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WHAT NEEDS REPAIR? 


i |s= THIS LIST to see what needs repair or special mainte- 
nance inside your home to help keep it safe. The list 
doesn’t cover everything. Keep your eyes open for other 


repair jobs, too. 


Are all stairs in good condition—no 
loose treads or risers, balusters firm, 
handrail secure? Are there spots so 
worn they “dip”? 


Do any of your stairways lack the fol- 
lowing: risers, handrail, balusters (close 
enough together to prevent children 
from falling through)? If there is a 
handrail, is it only on the wall side— 
with the other side open inviting a fall? 


If your stairways are carpeted, does the 
carpeting lie flat? Are there any holes 
in it? Wear on the nose can be dis- 
placed to the riser by moving the whole 
carpet several inches. 


Can you light your way ahead of you 
throughout the house? Sometimes this 
merely means rearranging lamps; some- 
times it means having three-way switches 
installed for stairways. 


Are there guards on window sills which 
are lower than 30 inches and above 
grade level to prevent toddler from 
falling out? Be sure this doesn’t pre- 
vent secondary egress in case of fire. 


Is there a secure—and adequate—grab 
bar for bath tub or shower? An “L” 
shaped bar works well for the combina- 
tion bath-shower. 


Are there any overhead obstructions in 
basement or attic or on stairways that 
might cause a nasty head bump or gash? 
Mark them by painting them a con- 
trasting color. 


. Are all electric lamps in good repair— 


no frayed cords, no loose connections at 
base or plug? 


Are all electric appliances in good re- 
pair? Operating as they should? All 
cords and connections in good repair? If 
used in damp places such as basement 
or utility room—are they grounded? 
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10. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


16. 


18. 


If your light switches are not located 
well away from grounded apparatus such 
as radiators, water faucets, pipes—is 
there an insulating link in any pull- 
chain switch? 


Are all fuses in use in fuse box the 
proper size for the circuit they are pro- 
tecting? No pennies in fuse box? 


Are tools, especially the power type, 
safely stored from children? 


Are there any leaks in flue pipes? Are 
joints secure? Is there insulation around 
them where they enter and pass through 
wall surfaces? Or where they run close 
to ceiling or walls? 


Are furnace and flue cleaned each year? 
(best done in late spring or summer be- 
fore the fall rush is on). 


. Is all gas equipment in good repair? 


No slow leaks? No inoperative parts? 
Vented to the outside? Adequate air to 
the burner? If not, have competent 
repairman service it. 


Are there metal containers with lids for 
combustible products such as _ paints, 
solvents and/or hot coals in the base- 
ment? 


Can you lock away cleaning supplies 
that might be poisonous for a child? 
Can you lock away medicines? 


Do you need extra storage shelves and 
cabinets to take care of storage of poi- 
sons and combustibles as well as to help 
keep objects off floors and stairs? 


When you repaint inside the house, do 
you use indoor-type paint which con- 
tains little or no toxic pigment? Chil- 
dren have become fatally ill from chew- 
ing on painted surfaces where lead 
content was high in the paint. 








January Program 


HOME REPAIR AND UPKEEP 


7HEN PEOPLE ARE confined to indoor 

pastimes during the winter, they can 
utilize the time beneficially by getting at 
those pesky little jobs they don’t want to 
be bothered with normally—little home 
repair jobs, for instance, that may save 
someone a nasty fall. Also, with the current 
upswing of interest in home workshop hob- 
bies, your January home repair program can 
be quite timely. 

Newspaper articles on “how to do it” are 
always popular; perhaps you can gain the 
cooperation of someone who makes a hobby 
of woodworking or metal working to pose 
for a set of photographs or to write an 
article on the subject. Perhaps you can get 
an instructor from your local school shops 
to do this. 


Another way to get a useful set of photo- 
graphs is to take pictures of homes of mem- 
bers of your committee—your own included 
—to illustrate situations in need of repair. 
If you have a committee largely of men, 
perhaps you can do a little “pre-season” 
repairing of your own for the experience as 
well as for a set of photographs of a “before 
and after” nature. 

Use these photographs for newspaper pub- 
licity: use them for exhibits, for house 
organs and club bulletins, etc. 

This is a type of project that might fit in 
very well in an off-the-job program with a 
contest for the best photographs of home 
repair situations that may lead to an accident. 

Another way to approach the problem is 
to ask youth groups to cooperate by staging 
a “home hazard hunt” with a specially pre- 
pared checklist which can be mimeographed 
or printed. 


Evening schools which are equipped to 
have woodworking or other shop instruction 
might offer a class in home repair tech- 
niques to include electrical, building, cabi- 
netry, and other types of maintenance work. 

On page five of this issue there is a check- 
list for the use of home owners who are 
handy at making minor repairs or who 
would enjoy doing a little cabinet making. 
The more complicated jobs such as furnace 
cleaning, electrical installations, or repair of 
gas appliances should be left to competently 
trained or professional individuals. 
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You may reprint this checklist. It can be 
planographed as is, but you can add an 
extra fillip to it if you print it letterpress in 
color or add some drawings or photographs. 
Distribute the checklists through men’s or- 
ganizations, industries interested in off-the- 
job safety (with perhaps another pamphlet 
on the use of tools), and to P.T.A.’s, ete. 


Some NSC reference materials are: When 
You Build or Remodel, Hazard Detector, 
and various safety education data sheets on 
electric equipment, home workshop, etc. 





THEME-A-MONTH 


Sorry! In our September issue we 
published a list of themes for the 
current year. Three of them were 
erroneous. The correct ones are: 


November 
Safety with Firearms—Hunting 


December 
Keep Them Safe at Christmas 
January 
Home Repair and Upkeep 
February 
Getting On—Safely (Geriatrics) 
March 
Safe Practices in Homemaking 
April 
Yard and Gardening Safety 
May 
Infant Safety 
June 
Built-in Safety 
July-August 
Summertime Safety—Vacations 
September 
Child Safety—Back to School 
October 


Fire Safety—Fire Prevention Week 


We publish a suggested program 
two months ahead of time so that, if 
you wish to make use of it, you will 
have time to plan your local activities. 
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MUMFORD NEW CHAIRMAN 


(From page 1) 


The Home Safety Conference named as its 
representatives to the NSC-board of diree- 
tors: Leonard Haeger, director, technical 
service and research department, National 
Association of Home Builders, Donald E. 
Mumford, Mrs. George Welles, Jr., and as 
special liaison representative from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, George M. 
Wheatley, M.D., third vice-president, Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Co., New York, N. Y. 


Thomas Fansler, director, home safety 
division, NSC, is staff secretary of the Home 
Safety Conference. 


Two other NSC conferences have liaison 
representatives to the Home Safety Confer- 
ence, and the latter has liaison representa- 
tives to three conferences as follows: 


Liaison representative to Industrial Con- 


ference, Donald E. Mumford. 


Liaison representative from School and 
College Conference, Mrs. Esther Handwerk, 
supervisor, division of home economics, 
Board of Education, Chicago, IIl. 


Liaison representative to school and col- 
lege conference, Walter A. Cutter, assistant 
director, division of general education, Cen- 
ter for Safety Education, New York Univer- 
sity. 

Liaison representative to and from Con- 
ference of Local Safety Organizations, E. M. 
Gearhart, Jr., managing director, Spokane 
Area Safety Council. 


Conference Members 


The following are members of the Home 
Safety Conference: 


Miss Lura Jim Alkire, General Electric 
Company; Dale K. Auck, Federation of 
Mutual Fire Insurance Cos. (alternate for 
Mr. Rowley, see below); W. W. Bauer, 
M.D., American Medical Association; W. W. 
Bolton, M.D., American Medical Association 
(alternate for Dr. Bauer) ; 

Miss Ruth A. Bottomly, National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers (alternate for Mrs. 
Knight, see below); A. Carl Bredahl, West- 
inghouse Electric Corporation; Alfred W. 
Cantwell, American National Red Cross; 
Theodore I. Coe, American Institute of 
Architects; Myron Cusack, U. S. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce; 

Walter A. Cutter, Center for Safety Edu- 
cation, New York University; Howard 
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Ennes, The Equitable Life Assurance Society 
of the United States; Miss Essie L. Elliott, 
Greater Los Angeles Chapter, NSC; Miss 
Ruth Fisher, National League for Nursing, 
Inc.; Miss Karen Fladoes, Nash-Kelvinator 
Corporation; 


E. M. Gearhart, Jr., Kalamazoo Safety 
Council; Leonard Haeger, National Associa- 
tion of Home Builders; Mrs. Esther Hand- 
werk, Board of Education, Chicago, IIl.; 
Donald Harting, M.D., U. S. Children’s Bu- 
reau; E. V. Herringer, U. S. Public Health 
Service; 

Donald M. Higgins, Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica; Mrs. Irmagene N. Holloway, Greater 
Cincinnati Safety Council; Richard Hudson, 
Skytop Engineering Company; Frederick 5. 
Kent, U. S. Public Health Service; Mrs. 
Fred Knight, National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers; 


Joseph M. Lange, Practical Builder; 
James T. Lendrum, Small Homes Council, 
University of Illinois; Fred Long, M.D., 
Department of Health, Peoria, Ill.; Nicholas 
L. Maczkov, American Radiator & Standard 
Sanitary Corp.; Donald E. Mumford, New 
York Central System; 


Miss Irene L. Muntz, Rochester Gas & 
Electric Co.; Andrew Place; Miss Madeline 
Pershing, U. S. Public Health Service (al- 
ternate for Mr. Kent, see above); Edward 
Press, M.D., Services for Crippled Children, 
University of Illinois; Miss Edith Ramsay, 
The American Home (representing Camp 
Fire Girls) ; 


Harry March t-Robi , M.D., Ameri- 
can Academy of General Practice; Tyler S. 
Rogers, Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp.; 
A. B. Rosenfield, M.D., Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Health; C. M. Rowley, American 
Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Co.; C. 
George Segeler, American Gas Association; 


Thomas Sheridan, U. S. Savings and Loan 
League; Miss Jayne Shover, National So- 
ciety for Crippled Children and Adults, Inc. ; 
Walter A. Stewart, American Optical Com- 
pany, John C. Thornton, American Institute 
of Architects; Miss Ruth Tuckey, Commu- 
nity Nursing Service of Oak Park and River 
Forest (alternate for Miss Fisher, see above) ; 


Miss Mary M. Weeks, Girl Scouts of the 
United States of America; Mrs. George 
Welles, Jr.; George M. Wheatley, M.D., 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.; Miss Avis 
Woolrich, Bureau of Human Nutrition and 
Home Economics, Agricultural Research 
Center; Mrs. Norma F. Wulff, Greater 
Cleveland Safety Council. 
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The steel cabinet pictured here is de- 


signed specifically for the sportsman’s gear. 
According to the manufacturer it will pre- 
vent curious children from investigating and 
playing with dangerous and costly equip- 
ment. The cabinet is equipped with a lock. 


Film about NSC 


The National Safety Council has become 
a movie star. A new l6mm color motion 
picture about the Council has just been 
released by Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 
Ine. 

This 22 minute film entitled Anyone At 
All gives the history of the Council up to 
the granting of a Federal Charter by Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and shows how other or- 
ganizations can and do obtain the Council’s 
help in forming their own safety programs. 
But it is also an inspirational film about 
safety for any group, whether or not they 
desire to form an organization. 


Briefly, the story dramatically tells about 
a surprise party for a popular young man 
that starts in tragedy when the man is killed 
in an automobile accident. A friend decides 
that something must be done to stop such 
accidents, and he and his friends go to their 
school principal who tells them about the 
National Safety Council and its work for 
over 40 years in starting just such safety 
programs. 


The Council sends the school materials 
and the ball really starts rolling. Everyone 
in town enters into the spirit, and soon the 
safety movement spreads; to industry, the 
farm, the home, and finally to the start of a 
local Safety Council incorporating all these 
movements. 


Each safety program gets its start as the 
result of a tragic accident happening to 
someone who is liked by all and on the way 
to a successful life. Each one felt that an 
accident couldn’t happen to him, but one 
did, and in the words of one victim, “It 
could be you, it could be anyone. Anyone 
at all!” 

Prints are available from Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Films, Inc., 1150 Wilmette Av- 
enue, Wilmette, Illinois for purchase and 
rental. 


A little thing caused tragedy for lack of safety 

(from the Encyclopaedia Teditensies film, Anyone 

at All). Here young matron is crippled for life 
after tripping over tricycle. 
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